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There was no way to quell its might
But to pull houses down ;

And so they did

As they were bid
By Charles, His Great Command ;

The Duke of York

Some say did work.,
With bucket in his hand.

But as the ashes cooled and men began graduall
to  regain their normal self-possession,  old suj
picions were revived and fresh rumours spreai
about that the fire had been deliberately kindle*
by popish agents.  For a few months there wer
premonitions of the universal terror that stalke<
through the town twelve years later.    This yea
- the Annits Mirabilis of Dryden's long narrativ*
poem-was, as Clarendon observes, sc long des
tined  by all Astrologers  for  the  production  o
dismal Changes and Alterations throughout the
World " ; and though, he continues, " the Kins
prepared  with  all his   accustomed  Vigour  and
Resolution, the Prediction had a strange opera-
tion upon Vulgar Minds."   Certainly the country
was in an uneasy mood, though it is simpler to
indicate causes for the general dis-ease than to
determine   the   effects   it   wrought   in   society.
Foreign affairs - the Dutch War ; the sympathy
of the King and his cronies for Catholic France ;